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ASCD created the Emerging Leaders program to develop  

a group of dedicated educators who are ascending 

in their careers and who seek ways to contribute to ASCD’s mission.  

Emerging leaders are a young and diverse group—selected annually through 

an application process—that is eager to serve as a leadership stream for 

ASCD, its constituent groups, and the ASCD community as a whole. 

THIS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM EQUIPS NEW LEADERS TO

»» Advance ASCD positions. 

»» Strengthen ASCD’s voice for influencing  

policy and practice. 

»» Become involved in ASCD governance.

EMERGING LEADERS ARE EDUCATORS WHO 

»» Have been in the profession approximately 5 to 15 years. 

»» Demonstrate a passion for teaching, learning, and leading. 

»» Have not previously been involved with ASCD in a leadership capacity.

»» Collectively exhibit a broad range of diversity in position, location, 
cultural background, and perspective.

»» Hold promise as leaders. 

»» Are committed to ASCD’s beliefs and to pursuing  
leadership opportunities.

Educational Leadership® and ASCD EDge® are registered trademarks of the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development and may not be used without written permission.

Understanding by Design® and UbD® are registered trademarks of Backward Design,  
LLC used under license.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Media/Broadcasting/Video/Audio
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Mobile Learning (BYOD, 1:1, etc.) 
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2012 Annual Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Ross Romano, ASCD’s publicist, is a fantastic ASCD resource.  

He is wonderful to work with.

JEFFREY BRADBURY
Title
Coordinator of Technology  
Integration

Employer
Westwood Regional School District

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
610-462-8758

State
New Jersey

E-mail Address
Jeff@BradburyMusic.com

Twitter Handle
@TeacherCast
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DANIELLE BROWN
Title
Kindergarten Teacher

Employer
Fort Huachuca Accommodation 
School District

Began Career In
2009

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Small town/rural area/military base

Level of Education Served
Elementary school 

Phone
520-220-9208

State
Arizona

E-mail Address
dnll.brown@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@TeachDB17

Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Maker Movement
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Professional Development
»» Whole Child
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Mobile Learning (BYOD, 1:1, etc.)
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2015 Annual Conference

DAN CALLAHAN
Title
Training and Professional  
Learning Specialist

Employer
Massachusetts Teachers Association

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
State Teachers Union

Type of Community Served
State

Level of Education Served
Statewide

Phone
339-234-6326

State
Massachusetts

E-mail Address
danielcallahan@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@dancallahan
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JEFF CHARBONNEAU
Title
Teacher

Employer
Zillah School District

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Small town/rural area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
509-952-7316

State
Washington

E-mail Address
jeff.charbonneau@zillahschools.org

Twitter Handle
@JeffCharbonneau

Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» STEM
»» Teacher Leadership
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating for assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium



6

Areas of Expertise
»» Classroom Management
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» Growth Mindset
»» Mentoring
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD grassroots advocacy campaigns
»» Participating in the ASCD Forum
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

SARAH COUTURE
Title
Teacher

Employer
Orleans Parish

Began Career In
2007

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
954-593-1715

State
North Carolina

E-mail Address
sarah.couture@bcsemail.org

Twitter Handle
@couture_teach



7

JAMES CRAWFORD
Title
Principal

Employer
Federal Way Public Schools

Began Career In
2003

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
253-945-4315

State
Washington

E-mail Address
jcrawfor@fwps.org

Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Mentoring
»» Principal Leadership
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2013 Annual Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine and ASCD books in general

ASHLEY DANN
Title
Professional Learning Developer

Employer
Alexandria City Public Schools

Began Career In
2006

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
310-308-8489

State
District of Columbia

E-mail Address
theashleydann@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@TeachingInFocus
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JASPER FOX SR.
Title
Teacher

Employer
Lakeland Central School District

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
845-475-7217

State
New York

E-mail Address
jsprfox@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@jasperfoxsr

Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Growth Mindset
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» People within the organization are the most valuable resource. It 

is exciting to be involved with so many inspirational educators.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Curriculum Design
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» NCASCD conferences

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» I love the ASCD EDge blogs because they give access to anyone 

to blog and advocate for noble causes through the lens of 
ASCD. I also love ASCD SmartBrief.

JAMES FRYE
Title
Instructional Technology Facilitator/ 
Public Information Officer

Employer
Newton-Conover City Schools

Began Career In
2010

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
828-548-0120

State
North Carolina

E-mail Address
mrjamesfrye@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@mrjamesfrye
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RACHAEL GEORGE
Title
Principal

Employer
Oregon Trail School District

Began Career In
2004

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
541-520-9116

State
Oregon

E-mail Address
rachael.george@ortrail.k12.or.us

Twitter Handle
@runnin26

Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Poverty
»» Response to Intervention (RTI)
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teaching Strategies

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Books and Educational Leadership magazine
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Areas of Expertise
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Becoming involved with a current ASCD Student Chapter
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership—I look forward to receiving each issue! 

The topics are relevant, and the articles are a great way 
to promote PD.

MELANIE GRAVEL
Title
Principal

Employer
Community Unit School District 300

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Small town/rural area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
815-790-8492

State
Illinois

E-mail Address
melgravel3@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@illini01
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FORREST GRIEK
Title
Principal

Employer
Tacoma Public Schools

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area 

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
253-670-1184

State
Washington

E-mail Address
fgriek@tacoma.k12.wa.us

Twitter Handle
@FMGriek

Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Diversity and Inclusion
»» Principal Leadership
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Professional Development

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Volunteering at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» Washington ASCD conferences and local workshops 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» The ASCD website
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Areas of Expertise
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Professional Development
»» Project-Based Learning
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2013 Annual Conference
»» Iowa ASCD conferences

JOSH GRIFFITH
Title
Vice Principal

Employer
Des Moines Public Schools

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
515-249-8656

State
Iowa

E-mail Address
joshua.griffith@dmschools.org

Twitter Handle
@joshngriffith
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MATT HARRIS
Title
Deputy Head of School for  
Learning Technology

Employer
British School of Jakarta

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
International private school

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
PreK–12

Phone
650-242-5993

Country
Indonesia

E-mail Address
matt@mattharrisedd.com

Twitter Handle
@MattHarrisEdD

Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Data Management
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Forum
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» ASCD SmartBrief and books
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Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Teaching Strategies

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2015 Conference on Teaching Excellence
»» 2013–15 Annual Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» I love Educational Leadership magazine. It is something that 

I can read quickly, but it still provides insight and research on 
relevant topics.

JENNIFER HOLLAND
Title
Director of Assessment, Curriculum, 
and Teaching Strategies

Employer
Health Systems Educational Services

Began Career In
2007

Type of Community Served
Central cities of metropolitan areas; 
suburbs of metropolitan areas; cities 
or towns

Level of Education Served
Early childhood through high school

Phone
630-464-3424

State
Missouri

E-mail Address
jenholland9@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@DrJenEd
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ADAM HOLMAN
Title
Assistant Principal

Employer
Austin Independent School District

Began Career In 
2007

Type of School or District Served 
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served 
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
804-212-9008

State
Texas

E-mail Address
agholm@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@AGHolman

Areas of Expertise
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» Mentoring
»» Professional Development
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Becoming involved with a current ASCD Student Chapter
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» The ASCD website has great resources and links throughout 

that apply to all levels of teachers and principals.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Principal Leadership
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Whole Child
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice 
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy 
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference  

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine. It provides great articles 

centered around a theme, but it also directs you to all the other 
great resources that ASCD offers.

MIKE JANATOVICH
Title
Assistant Principal
Employer
Aurora City Schools
Began Career In
2004
Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)
Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area
Level of Education Served
Middle school
Phone
440-655-6137
State
Ohio
E-mail Address
mjanatovich@aurora-schools.org
Twitter Handle
@mjanatovich
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NICOLE JOHNSTON
Title
Upper School History Teacher

Employer
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Private (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
908-447-2969

State
New Jersey

E-mail Address
nicole.johnston@oakknoll.org

Twitter Handle
@winthropscity

Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Curriculum Design
»» Growth Mindset
»» Project-Based Learning
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Curriculum Design
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Leadership
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Professional Development

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership has helped me write  

many graduate papers!

AMANDA KOONLABA
Title
Art Teacher

Employer
Tupelo Public Schools 

Began Career In
2005

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
662-322-0476

State
Mississippi

E-mail Address
Aekoonlaba@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@AKoonlaba
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TRICIA KURTT             
Title
High School Instructional Coach and 
Gifted and Talented Teacher

Employer
Norwalk Community Schools

Began Career In
1999

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
515-250-8300

State
Iowa

E-mail Address
tkurtt@norwalk.k12.ia.us

Twitter Handle
@tkurtt77

Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Professional Development
»» Response to Intervention (RTI)
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in the ASCD Forum
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine
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Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Blended Learning
»» Mentoring
»» Problem-Based Learning
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

RACHEL LAWRENCE
Title
Teacher

Employer
Wake County Public School System

Began Career In
2012

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
704-402-0422

State
North Carolina

E-mail Address
rachel.sniff1@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@Tchr_RachelM
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JUSMAR MANESS
Title
Principal

Employer
Asheboro City Schools

Began Career In
2000

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
336-601-9808

State
North Carolina

E-mail Address
jrmaness@asheboro.k12.nc.us

Twitter Handle
@jmaness4

Areas of Expertise
»» Parental Involvement
»» Growth Mindset
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» English Language Learning and Bilingual Education
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» School Climate and Culture

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Forum
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2013 and 2015 Annual Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine because the articles provide 

good PD. I can share them with my teachers during inservice 
and PLC discussions.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Flipped Learning
»» Growth Mindset
»» Motivation
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine and Inservice

MICHAEL MATERA
Title
Teacher

Employer
University School of Milwaukee

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Private (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
414-412-9999

State
Wisconsin

E-mail Address
mmatera@usmk12.org

Twitter Handle
@mrmatera
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MATTHEW McCREA
Title
Principal

Employer
Prince George’s County Public Schools

Began Career In
2009

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
K–8

Phone
219-308-5246

State
Maryland

E-mail Address
rwemerson0386@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@matt_mccrea

Areas of Expertise
»» Data Management
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Principal Leadership
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Policy
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Implementing the School Improvement Tool 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2014 Annual Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership
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Areas of Expertise
»» Diversity and Inclusion
»» Growth Mindset
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Leadership
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2014 Annual Conference  

RENEE MEEKS
Title
Principal

Employer
Shelby County Schools

Began Career In
1998

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
901-481-0458

State
Tennessee

E-mail Address
meeksrc@scsk12.org

Twitter Handle
@ReneeMeeks
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BRENDA MENDOZA
Title
K–12 ELL Specialist

Employer
West Aurora School District 129

Began Career In
2007

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
708-539-3002

State
Illinois

E-mail Address
bmendoza@sd129.org

Twitter Handle
@educator4good

Areas of Expertise
»» Biliteracy
»» Academic Vocabulary
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» English Language Learning
»» Poverty
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in the ASCD Forum
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» IL ASCD conferences and professional development

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership—this ASCD publication has  

innovations in education.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Mentoring
»» Project-Based Learning
»» Teaching Strategies

Areas of Interest
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Whole Child
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» South Carolina ASCD conferences and unconferences

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» ASCD EDge blogs—they are practical, free to access,  

and relevant. 

DAWN MITCHELL
Title
Instructional Services

Employer
Spartanburg School District Six

Began Career In
2000

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
864-238-4969

State
South Carolina

E-mail Address
gregmitchell@bellsouth.net

Twitter Handle
@dawnjmitchell
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AMY MOUNT
Title
PreK–12 Social Studies Coordinator

Employer
Garland Independent School District

Began Career In
2005

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
281-910-3845

State
Texas

E-mail Address
amylynnmount@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@msmrocks

Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Professional Development
»» Teaching Strategies
»» Understanding by Design

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD grassroots advocacy campaigns
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Principal Leadership
»» Professional Development
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Leadership
»» Teacher Evaluation and Feedback

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD grassroots advocacy campaigns
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership—I frequently use the articles for PD.

JENNIFER MULLENAX
Title
Principal

Employer
Halstead Academy/Baltimore County 
Public Schools

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
410-887-6076

State
Maryland

E-mail Address
jmullenax@bcps.org

Twitter Handle
@jmullenax
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KELLY MURPHY
Title
Instructional Coach

Employer
Campbell Hill Elementary,  
Renton School District

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
206-718-2616

State
Washington

E-mail Address
kelly.murphy@rentonschools.us

Twitter Handle
@Kel_Mur

Areas of Expertise
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Professional Development
»» Project-Based Learning

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Becoming involved with a current ASCD Student Chapter 
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD grassroots advocacy campaigns
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy 
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2013 Annual Conference 
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Areas of Expertise
»» Assessment
»» Differentiated Instruction
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» ASCD newsletters

MELISSA MURPHY
Title
Teacher

Employer
Belmar Elementary School

Began Career In
2010

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
908-642-0613

State
New Jersey

E-mail Address
melissa.murphy316@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@murphette316
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AMANDA PALMER
Title
Secondary Language Arts Coordinator

Employer
Katy Independent School District

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school and high school

Phone
281-935-2746

State
Texas

E-mail Address
amandakpalmer@katyisd.org

Twitter Handle
@AmandaPalmer131

Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Growth Mindset
»» Literacy
»» Motivation
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»»  Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 
»» 2015 Annual Conference
»» 2013 Texas ASCD Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine is by far my favorite  

resource. It is always timely and well written and sparks great 
conversation. My second favorite resource is ASCD’s many 
fantastic Twitter chats and hashtags.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Differentiated Instruction
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Flipped Learning
»» Professional Development
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine

ROBERT PENNINGTON
Title
Teacher/Tech Coach

Employer
Norwalk Public Schools

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
203-246-3414

State
Connecticut

E-mail Address
robpennington9@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@robpennington9



35

LINDSAY PORTNOY
Title
Assistant Professor,  
Educational Psychology

Employer
Hunter College, CUNY

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
College

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Postsecondary

Phone
917-450-8179

State
New York

E-mail Address
lportnoy@hunter.cuny.edu

Twitter Handle
@lportnoy

Areas of Expertise
»» Psychology of Learning
»» Assessment
»» Brain and Learning
»» Experiential Education
»» Teaching Strategies

Areas of Interest
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Whole Child
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy 
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 
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Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Instructional Coaching and Mentoring
»» Maker Movement
»» Project-Based Learning

Areas of Interest
»» Policy
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Speaking to education news writers and press 
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy 
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» The social media channels through which I connect with other 

ASCD members and receive all the best that other ASCD 
resources have to offer.

LESLIE PRALLE KEEHN
Title
Instructional Technology Consultant

Employer
Prairie Lakes Area Education Agency

Began Career In
2009

Type of School or District Served
Public and private (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Small town/rural area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school; middle school; 
high school; districtwide;  
postsecondary

Phone
641-494-7950

State
Iowa

E-mail Address
prallekeehn@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@LPralleKeehn
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UMAIR QURESHI
Title
Teacher

Employer
Beaconhouse School System,  
Margalla Campus

Began Career In
2000

Type of School or District Served
Private (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
011 + 92 + 3334223102

Country
Pakistan

E-mail Address
engr_umair@hotmail.com

Twitter Handle
@UmairSQureshi

Areas of Expertise
»» Curriculum Design
»» Differentiated Instruction
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Professional Development
»» Understanding by Design

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Volunteering at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Diversity and Inclusion
»» Mentoring
»» Response to Intervention (RTI)
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Becoming involved with current ASCD Professional  

Interest Communities
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2013 Annual Conference 

KIMBERLY RADOSTITS
Title
Spanish Teacher

Employer
Oregon Community Unit School 
District 220

Began Career In
2007

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Small town/rural area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
815-353-9646

State
Illinois

E-mail Address
kradostits@ocusd.net

Twitter Handle
@srtarad



39

JEREMY SHORR
Title
Director of Innovation

Employer
Mentor Public Schools

Began Career In
2003

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
440-255-4444

State
Ohio

E-mail Address
shorr@mentorschools.org

Twitter Handle
@JeremyShorr

Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Curriculum Design
»» Maker Movement
»» Mobile Learning (BYOD, 1:1, etc.)
»» Professional Development

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Policy
»» Professional Development
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Publishing a book with ASCD
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Education Update newsletter and Educational Leadership  

magazine. They have great articles and great pull quotes and  
are great to share with teachers and administrators.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Differentiated Instruction
»» Literacy
»» Mentoring
»» Response to Intervention (RTI)
»» Whole Child

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
»» 2015 NC ASCD Conference 

BRIAN SMITH
Title
RTI/PD Facilitator

Employer
Newton-Conover City Schools

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
City or town

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
828-514-7705

State
North Carolina

E-mail Address
teacherman42200@yahoo.com

Twitter Handle
@dad2ella
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BARRETT TAYLOR
Title
Assistant Principal

Employer
Saint Louis Public Schools

Began Career In
2005

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Middle school

Phone
314-369-5180

State
Missouri

E-mail Address
baretttaylor@gmail.com 

Twitter Handle
@barrettonline

Areas of Expertise
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» Diversity and Inclusion
»» Principal Leadership
»» Professional Development
»» School Climate and Culture

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Professional Development
»» Policy
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» I enjoy reading the various books ASCD publishes.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Classroom Management
»» Curriculum Design
»» Experiential Education
»» Project-Based Learning
»» Understanding by Design

Areas of Interest
»» Professional Development
»» Whole Child
»» Policy
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Programs and Leadership

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy 
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine—the articles are informative 

and very engaging.

KRISTIN TAYLOR
Title
Visual Art Educator

Employer
Los Angeles Unified School District

Began Career In
2003

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
K–8; postsecondary

Phone
818-314-0026

State
California

E-mail Address
kvtaylor13@me.com
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AMBER TEAMANN
Title
Principal

Employer
Wylie Independent School District

Began Career In
2002

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
214-212-7567

State
Texas

E-mail Address
amberteamann@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@8amber8

Areas of Expertise
»» Blended Learning
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Mentoring
»» School Climate and Culture
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Professional Development
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause
»» Participating in a Whole Child Podcast 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» Annual Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» I love ASCD books.
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Areas of Expertise
»» Classroom Management
»» Data Management
»» Education-Technology Integration
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Student Engagement and Motivation

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Whole Child
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Professional Development
»» Policy

Opportunities of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» There are so many ASCD resources to choose from, but I do 

enjoy reading the book Essential Questions by Jay McTighe  
and Grant Wiggins.

MATT WACHEL
Title
Elementary Assistant Principal

Employer
Park Hill School District

Began Career In
2001

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Elementary school

Phone
816-522-2279

State
Kansas

E-mail Address
wachelm@parkhill.k12.mo.us

Twitter Handle
@mattwachel
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ADAM WALLACH
Title
K–12 Coordinator of Social Studies

Employer
Stafford County Public Schools

Began Career In
2000

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
Districtwide

Phone
540-658-6000

State
Virginia

E-mail Address
wallachar@staffordschools.net

Twitter Handle
@AdamWallach

Areas of Expertise
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Blended Learning
»» Curriculum Design
»» Instructional Strategies
»» Project-Based Learning

Areas of Interest
»» Policy
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Professional Development
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming an ASCD board member
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Speaking to education news writers and press
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Participating in ASCD’s Leadership Institute for  

Legislative Advocacy (LILA)
»» Participating in the ASCD Influence Leaders program
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model
»» Participating in the Whole Child Symposium

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference
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Areas of Expertise
»» Classroom Management
»» Culturally Responsive Teaching
»» Differentiated Instruction
»» Poverty
»» Teacher Leadership

Areas of Interest
»» Writing for ASCD
»» Social Media and Online Collaboration
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Whole Child
»» Professional Development 

Opportunities of Interest
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Writing for ASCD Express
»» Writing blog posts for Inservice
»» Creating and maintaining a blog on ASCD EDge
»» Volunteering at ASCD conferences and events
»» Piloting/evaluating new products
»» Participating in social media engagement for #EdAdvBecause 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference 

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine, but I love all  

of ASCD’s resources.

CHERYL WILSON
Title
Assistant Principal

Employer
Richland County School District One

Began Career In
2003

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Central city of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
803-556-7939 

State
South Carolina

E-mail Address
Clwilson2003@gmail.com

Twitter Handle
@only1clw
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FELIX YERACE
Title
Teacher

Employer
South Fayette Township  
School District

Began Career In
2005

Type of School or District Served
Public (preK–12)

Type of Community Served
Suburb of metropolitan area

Level of Education Served
High school

Phone
412-956-5554

State
Pennsylvania

E-mail Address
fyerace@southfayette.org

Twitter Handle
@felixyerace

Areas of Expertise
»» Adolescent Leadership Development
»» Advocacy/Public Policy
»» Experiential Education
»» Professional Development
»» Project-Based Learning

Areas of Interest
»» Programs and Leadership
»» Policy
»» Professional Development
»» Whole Child
»» Writing for ASCD

Opportunities of Interest
»» Becoming more involved with a regional ASCD Affiliate  

or Connected Community
»» Starting an ASCD Student Chapter
»» Starting an ASCD Professional Interest Community
»» Writing for ASCD’s Educational Leadership magazine
»» Writing for ASCD’s Education Update newsletter
»» Reading and evaluating manuscripts for ASCD books
»» Facilitating or assisting with ASCD professional  

development opportunities
»» Presenting at ASCD conferences and events
»» Getting involved in local and national level education policy
»» Writing for ASCD on policy and advocacy topics
»» Supporting promotion of the Whole School, Whole  

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model 

ASCD Conferences and Events Attended
»» 2015 Leader to Leader (L2L) Conference

Favorite ASCD Resource
»» Educational Leadership magazine—because of the topical  

and rich nature of the articles. I also like the various books 
ASCD puts out.
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	 APPLY FOR THE » » » » »

2016 EMERGING LEADERS 
PROGRAM

The Emerging Leaders online application is open from February 1 to April 1 
each year. The application period will open again on February 1, 2016.

If the application period is not open, you may nominate yourself or a colleague for  

the program at any time by sending the nominee’s name and e-mail address to  

constituentservices@ascd.org. The nominee will be notified via e-mail when the online 

application is available. If an individual is nominated several times in a single selection 

cycle, it will not affect the application process.



2015 EMERGING LEADERS BY STATE OR COUNTRY

ARIZONA............................................ Danielle Brown
CALIFORNIA...........................................Kristin Taylor
CONNECTICUT..............................Robert Pennington
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA..........................Ashley Dann
ILLINOIS.............................................Melanie Gravel
	 Brenda Mendoza
	 Kimberly Radostits
IOWA....................................................... Josh Griffith
	 Tricia Kurtt
	 Leslie Pralle Keehn
KANSAS..................................................Matt Wachel
MARYLAND..................................... Matthew McCrea
	 Jennifer Mullenax
MASSACHUSETTS...................................Dan Callahan
MISSISSIPPI .............................. Amanda Koonlaba
MISSOURI.........................................Jennifer Holland
	 Barrett Taylor
NEW JERSEY....................................Jeffrey Bradbury 
	 Nicole Johnston
	 Melissa Murphy
NEW YORK............................................. Jasper Fox Sr.
	 Lindsay Portnoy

NORTH CAROLINA................................ Sarah Couture
	 James Frye
	 Rachel Lawrence
	 Jusmar Maness
	 Brian Smith
OHIO.................................................Mike Janatovich
	 Jeremy Shorr
OREGON.............................................Rachael George
PENNSYLVANIA......................................... Felix Yerace
SOUTH CAROLINA................................ Dawn Mitchell
	 Cheryl Wilson
TENNESSEE............................................ Renee Meeks
TEXAS................................................. Adam Holman
	 Amy Mount
	 Amanda Palmer
	 Amber Teamann
VIRGINIA.............................................Adam Wallach
WASHINGTON.................................Jeff Charbonneau
	 James Crawford
	 Forrest Griek
	 Kelly Murphy
WISCONSIN.......................................Michael Matera

INDONESIA............................................... Matt Harris
PAKISTAN...........................................Umair Qureshi
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EMERGING LEADERS CLASS OF 2014

»» Stacy Amling, Iowa

»» Matthew Blankenship, Florida

»» Amanda Britt, Arkansas

»» Dahlia Constantine, Virginia

»» Brad Currie, New Jersey

»» Emily Davis, California

»» Timonious Downing, Maryland

»» Mark Estrada, Texas

»» Meghan Everette, Alabama

»» Laura Ferrell, Illinois

»» Chaunte Garrett, North Carolina

»» Jennifer Hatch, North Carolina

»» Allison Hogan, Texas

»» Annie Huynh, New York

»» Erin Klein, Michigan

»» Billy Krakower, New Jersey

»» Joshua Krause, New Mexico

»» Jennifer Kubista, Washington

»» Nicole Lemme, Florida

»» Melissa Lime, Florida

»» Kyle Mayer, Michigan

»» Natalie McCutchen, Kentucky

»» Kenneth McKee, North Carolina

»» Tamera Musiowsky Borneman,  
New York

»» Laurie Namey, Maryland

»» Scottie Nash, Washington

»» Michele Ogden, California

»» Erik Olson, Illinois

»» Kevin Parr, Washington

»» Josh Patterson, South Carolina

»» Aubrie Rojee, Rhode Island

»» Barry Saide, New Jersey

»» Michelle Sencibaugh, Missouri

»» Erin Simon, California

»» Andrea Stewart, Iowa

»» Meghan Timlin, Virginia

»» Jason Toenges, Texas

»» Eric Townsley, Iowa

»» Matt Townsley, Iowa

»» Jennifer Vermillion, Massachusetts

»» Arshunda Washington, Texas

»» Jared Wastler, Maryland

»» Dafina Westbrooks, New York

»» Olympia Williams, Ohio

»» Kristine Woods, Connecticut
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